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OLIVER RANCH CORE GROUP MEETING
University of Nevada, Las Vegas
Paradise Campus, Building 400, Room 401
(Southeast Corner of Tropicana Ave. & Swenson Ave.)
Tuesday, August 17, 2004
8:30 a.m.
AGENDA
1.

Introductions (5 minutes)

2.

Approval of Minutes from July 20 Meeting (5 minutes)

3.

Line & Space Programming Document – Michael Reiland (15 min)

4.

Report on Tour of Wild Horse and Burro Facilities – Michael Reiland (15 min.)

5.

Standing Reports (30 minutes)
A.
Line and Space Architects’ Update – Les Wallach/Henry Tom
B.
UNLV/CESU Update – Peg Rees/Nancy Flagg
c.
RRCNCA Capital Improvements Update – Mark Morse/Michael Reiland

6.

ORSS Committee Reports (15 minutes)
A.
Building – Angie Lara
B.
Design Oversight – David Frommer
C.
Educational Programs – Paul Buck
D.
Fund-Raising & Partnerships – Blaine Benedict
E.
NEPA – Charles Carroll
F.
Operations – Jack Ramsey
G.
Other Uses – Pat Williams
H.
Wild Horse & Burro – Billie Young

7.

Open Discussion / New Business (5 minutes)
Next Meeting:
Tuesday, September 21, 2004
8:30-10:30 a.m.
UNLV Paradise Campus, Room 401 (Tropicana & Swenson)

Oliver Ranch Core Group meetings are open to any interested member of the public. Attendance
by new individuals is always welcomed. Reasonable efforts will be made to assist and
accommodate physically handicapped persons attending the meeting. Please call the UNLV
Public Lands Initiative Office (702-895-5148) in advance so that arrangements may be made.

Meeting Minutes
RED ROCK DESERT LEARNING CNETER
CORE GROUP
UNLV Paradise Campus
Tuesday, August 17, 2004
The meeting commenced at 8:32 a.m. with the following persons in attendance:
Loretta Asay, Kathy August, Kim Blanc, Paul Buck, Bill Cates, Nancy Flagg, Pat Fleming,
David Frommer, Laurie Howard, Megan Iudice, Angie Lara, Richard Leifried, Mark Morse,
Helen Mortenson, Tim O’Brien, Alan O’Neill, Patrick Putnam, Jackson Ramsey, Michael
Reiland, Henry Tom, Les Wallach, Billie Young.
1.
Introductions
The group welcomed Richard Leifried from the Master Gardeners program.
2.
Approval of Minutes
The minutes of the July 20, 2004, meeting were approved with no changes.
3.
Line and Space Programming Document
Line and Space submitted its programming document to the BLM last month. The BLM has
approved the document as final. Michael Reiland is working with Line and Space to format the
document as a manageable pdf file so that it can be provided to the Core Group. Michael will
send out an email when it is available and how it can be accessed. If anyone sees any glaring
omissions or errors in the document, that feedback can be provided to the BLM.
4.
Report on Tour of Wild Horse & Burro Facilities
Michael Reiland showed a video of a recent fact-finding tour of four wild horse and burro
facilities in California, Utah, and Nevada: Ridgecrest, Hurricane, Palomino Valley, and
Susanville. A copy of Michael’s DVD can be made available to anyone interested in having a
copy. The tour was attended by representatives from BLM, Line and Space, UNLV, and the
National Wild Horse and Burro Association. The personnel at these facilities were asked about
their operations and what they would have done differently. Billie Young pointed out that many
specific operational and physical details were investigated – including the types of fencing and
gates used, shaders, post footings, chutes, veterinary equipment, etc. – and the findings are
already influencing the potential design of the Oliver Ranch project and will be discussed indepth with the Design Oversight Committee. Most of the facilities are much larger than what
will be built at Red Rock. Hurricane is a public facility owned by Washington County that has
faced issues with parking and a covered arena that are similar to Nevada’s project. Billie noted
that the Other Uses Committee may want to meet with the Hurricane manager about how he
brings in other revenues.
Angie Lara asked whether any of the other facilities have an
educational component, and Billie responded no. There were educational events like 4-H
occurring at the Hurricane facility, but nothing specifically sponsored by the facility.
5.

Standing Reports

A.
Line and Space Architects
Henry Tom and Les Wallach of Line and Space Architects provided on update on recent
activities (on file in UNLV Public Lands Initiative office and BLM office). The firm visited the
Oliver Ranch site on July 27-29. The focus of this visit was to look at where teaching venues
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and physical structures should be sited for both the science school and the wild horse and burro
facility. The pros and cons of various sites were discussed and will be presented to the Building
Committee. Student activities related to water exploration, spring monitoring, camp-outs, hikes,
topography mapping, archaeology, astronomy, and animal observations were discussed in related
to potential teaching venues. The site visit was also used to study the visual impact of the
school, especially from the existing cistern on the property. Angie Lara asked if the visual
impact was studied from the perspective of private landowners in the area or the school
participants. Les replied that both audiences were considered.
The architects also visited the water recycling plant at Ethel M Chocolates and met with
representatives from Nevada Power Company and Southern Nevada Water Authority. In all
three instances the discussion focused on conservation measures that could be incorporated into
the design of the facilities, along with a possible buy-back program offered by Nevada Power.
Nevada Power may also be interested in supporting scholarships at the science school.
Helen Mortenson emphasized the need to partner with local utilities and suggested looking at
Nevada Power’s partnership with Hyde Park School. Angie Lara pointed out that the BLM has
an office that deals solely with Nevada Power projects, so there are established relationships in
place that can be drawn upon. Alan O’Neill also suggested contacting Pat Shalmy through the
Outside Las Vegas Foundation to look at structuring any agreement with Nevada Power as more
of a partnership than a business deal. Angie Lara indicated that the Fund-raising and Partnership
Committee should follow-up on the possibility of a Nevada Power scholarship.
Les Wallach reported that his staff also met on-site with Stan Helin, a trails specialist with the
U.S. Forest Service who is a licensed landscape architect. Mr. Helin’s insight into the logistics
of student and employee access to all areas of the site were invaluable to the design team. Line
and Space is working with the BLM and the Forest Service to see if Mr. Helin’s time and
expertise may be drawn upon in a more formal way on this project.
The design team also met with Jennifer Parrot of Bonnie Springs to discuss the size of the arena
planned for the wild horse and burro facility. A tour of the Bonnie Springs arena provided
important information on the size of the arena needed, consideration of prevailing winds, and
dust and odor control. These discussions have led to some initial conclusions that the 13,000
square foot arena proposed in the original Oliver Ranch nomination may not be big enough.
Henry Tom updated the Core Group on the design timeline. The conceptual design is due
September 29, followed by schematic design on December 10. On October 11-13, Line and
Space will be hosting an alternative energy/resource workshop at its office in Tucson. The
workshop will focus on narrowing down the alternative energy features to be built into the
facilities.
B.
UNLV
Nancy Flagg gave an update on UNLV’s activities related to the project. She introduced the
Public Land Initiative’s new web coordinator, Megan Iudice. Megan will collaborate with
Michael Reiland to design and develop the website for the Red Rock Desert Learning Center.
She will also develop websites for other SNPLMA projects in which the university is involved.
Nancy will be interviewing finalists next week who have been solicited to provide publicity and
marketing assistance to the university on SNPLMA projects, including the Red Rock Desert
Learning Center. This person will be asked to develop a communications plan and assist with
product development. Angie asked Nancy if she was aware of another initiative the BLM is
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working on with Richard Lee of the Division of Educational Outreach. Nancy indicated that she
was not.
Nancy queried the group as to whether they would like to be notified in advance of committee
meeting dates. The consensus was to feature a calendar on the new website. However,
committee chairs will need to keep either Michael or Nancy informed of any changes to meeting
dates, times, or locations.
Nancy reported that the starting time for the October 19 Core Group meeting has been changed
from 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. The location will remain at the BLM office on North Torrey Pines
Drive. Nancy will send out a revised meeting schedule.
C.

Red Rock Canyon National Recreation Area

Patrick Putnam provided an update on capital improvement projects underway at Red Rock
Canyon. Work on the Red Springs project will be starting soon. The BLM is waiting for a cost
estimate on a design/build concept. The project will be completed in two phases, including a
parking lot just below Red Springs, which should help with traffic in Calico Basin, as well as
removing an old road, creating a boardwalk, and creating an interpretive site.
Patrick also reported on the Cottonwood parking lot and the Red Rock campground projects.
The plans are to move the parking lot approximately one mile south of its current location and
then to reclaim and revegetate the old site. The campground project includes completing an
environmental assessment to bring power and utilities to the campground and the fire station off
Route 159. Phase 2 will be to install the utility lines.
The first core group meeting for the Red Rock Visitor Center was held last week. The next
meeting is Sept. 14, noon-2, at the BLM offices. Michael Reiland added that he will add anyone
to the e-mail list who wishes to be notified about future meetings.
Approved Round 5 nominations for Red Rock Canyon include $2.5 million to repave the scenic
loop road and money to pave critical parking areas, including Willow Springs and Oak Creek.
Money was also allocated to acquire the Garland property at Calico Basin.
Round 5 Approvals
Michael Reiland reported on Round 5 nominations that were approved for the Oliver Ranch site,
including alternative energy features, trails, curriculum, and scholarships. Loretta Asay asked
Michael to provide a summary chart of each of the SNPLMA Rounds awarded to the Oliver
Ranch project to help the Core Group understand each piece of the overall project.
6.

Committee Reports

A.
Building Committee
Chair Angie Lara reported that the second meeting of the committee will be held today, August
17, directly after the Core Group meeting. Alan O’Neill asked about the difference between the
Building Committee and the Design Oversight Committee. Angie reported that the new
committee has decision-making authority on construction and design questions; its membership
is set by the BLM. The Design Oversight Committee is a public committee with a broader
mission to provide input on the design of the project and its integration into the site.
B.

Design Oversight Committee
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Chair David Frommer stepped out of the meeting and was unavailable to provide a verbal report,
but minutes of the committee’s July 19 meeting were sent to the Core Group. Michael Reiland
also reported that the committee had another meeting on August 16, and those minutes will be
sent with the next Core Group agenda.
C.
Educational Programs Committee
Chair Paul Buck reported that the committee has been meeting continuously over the summer to
establish broad outlines and to examine the FOSS kits used by the Clark County School District.
The committee has formed smaller working groups along two themes: Biology/Ecology and
Physical Sciences/Earth Sciences. Each working group will include a research faculty member
paired with 2-3 classroom teachers to produce a 2-page outline for 6-8 coherent themes. The
outlines will include prerequisite experiences, how the activity links with CCSD standards and
how they link with the FOSS kits, the kinds of activities envisioned, follow-up activities in the
regular classroom, resources needed, linkages to history and culture, and linkages to Globe
protocols. Globe is a National Science Foundation project in which schoolchildren are
conducting uniform protocols around the country, and Paul hopes that by tying school activities
to these protocols the students’ work can serve as a data collection point for scientists. The
overall committee won’t meet until these working groups finish their work, which Paul hopes to
have done in 6-8 weeks. If anyone from the Core Group wants to participate in the working
groups, Paul will help make that happen.
Another related piece of work to be done on curriculum concerns the common elements the
group would want all students to experience at the science school. Some examples include wild
horses and burros, green building technology, culture and history, connections to Spring
Mountain Ranch, archaeology, and the night sky. The group discussed how this work could be
accomplished, because the Educational Programs Committee will not have time to do it.
Michael Reiland said that Billie Young and Laurie Howard will work on the wild horse and
burro piece. Nancy Flagg indicated that UNLV will be hiring a staff person to help with writing
interrelated curriculum across several conservation initiatives, with the Oliver Ranch project
being a natural extension of that work. This person can build upon the vision of the Educational
Programs Committee and provide the connecting activities that Paul mentioned.
D.
Fund-Raising and Partnerships Committee
Michael Reiland reported on behalf of Committee Chair Blaine Benedict that the committee has
not met, but plans to set a new meeting soon.
E.
NEPA Committee
The NEPA Committee will not meet again until the Environmental Assessment information
comes in. Angie Lara asked about the wells and Michael Reiland reported that they have not yet
been drilled. He has asked Bob Boyd if the work should be undertaken by someone else, since
the U.S. Geological Survey has run into scheduling problems. Helen Mortenson noted that the
Desert Research Institute has the capability to do the job and wondered why they couldn’t be
hired. Michael indicated that it might be a possibility, but there may be issues related to how
BLM contracts out work. Les Wallach noted that the delay could provide an opportunity to
investigate side issues like defining the extent of non-potable water. Patrick Putnam pointed out
that the NEPA study cannot be completed without the water quality results. Pat Fleming said
that taking the project past schematic design without the environmental assessment completed is
a risk, because the design may have to be modified to eliminate or mitigate impacts. Michael
indicated that getting the initial results from Otak should provide a pretty good idea of whether
the project can proceed, but Pat Fleming reiterated the potential for rework on the design. Angie
Lara requested having Otak come to the next Core Group meeting to discuss these issues.
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Helen Mortenson asked if the flood plain is being examined before a final site is selected for the
school facilities. Les Wallach responded that his firm is taking the flood plain into account as it
proceeds with design work.
F.
Operations Committee
Chair Jackson Ramsey reported that the committee met on August 3 and talked about what
would be expected from a potential school operator and what the operator could expect from
BLM. The BLM plans to issue a request for proposals (RFP) in mid-September, with responses
due by mid-December and a decision made by mid-February. Very detailed proposals will be
requested. Potential bids will be helped by the $700,000 in financial assistance that was just
approved in Round 5. Paul Buck clarified that the Round 5 money will be provided to the
students to attend the school and not to the operator. Angie concurred but pointed out that it is
money the operator will not have to raise privately. Paul reiterated the need to keep the equity
issue at the forefront with respect to how children are selected to attend the school. Angie stated
that this would be a school district issue and that when the BLM met recently with
Superintendent Carlos Garcia he indicated his desire for the district to be very involved in these
kinds of details. Jackson said he does not expect the operator to set policy; rather the operator is
told what the policy is. He also asked the Core Group to remember that all students will be
subsidized in some way; what parents pay will not cover full costs, but some students would
have their entire way paid. Angie noted that the BLM still intends to pursue SNPLMA funding
to cover all students. Michael Reiland reminded the group that studies show that having students
pay some nominal fee is best, even if it is 10 dollars. Les Wallach agreed and pointed out that
the operators of the Campbell Creek School found that cancellations were reduced when they
started charging a fee. Michael asked that the next Core Group agenda include a discussion of
different options for forming a policy-making group for the school to oversee the mission.
G.
Other Uses Committee
The committee will not meet until after schematic designs are provided.
H.
Wild Horse and Burro Committee
Chair Billie Young informed the group about the Clark County Farm Festival to be held
September 21-23 at Horseman’s Park. The National Wild Horse Association is interested in
hosting a booth at this event but will need help with information and volunteers. Last year,
approximately 9,000 schoolchildren were reached over the 3 days, and Billie sees this as an
opportunity to begin talking to students and their parents about the plans for the Red Rock Desert
Learning Center. The Core Group discussed some materials that could be useful for teachers to
take back to their classrooms. Michael Reiland will send out an email and schedule for people to
volunteer to work specific timeslots.
7.
New Business
Michael Reiland reported that the name for the school is currently Red Rock Desert Learning
Center. The word “National” is out of the name for now, after the BLM looked into the
implications of using this word in the title.
Paul Buck asked about the status of Desert Research Institute’s proposal to install three
monitoring wells at Oliver Ranch. Michael indicated that the BLM plans to look at doing this as
they get closer to completion of schematic design, when the overall costs can be evaluated.
Loretta Asay asked if monitoring wells affect the water allocation. Pat Fleming explained that
the proposed DRI monitoring wells would be approximately 2 inches in diameter and would be
used solely to study the depth and quality of groundwater. The wells to be drilled and tested by
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the U.S. Geological Survey will be cased with a pipe approximately 8 inches in diameter, and it
is expected that they will be equipped with pumps and piping to allow withdrawal and use of the
groundwater they tap.
Michael Reiland reported that the August 19 meeting BLM had scheduled with representatives
from other science schools has been postponed and will be rescheduled in the future.
Pat Putnam asked the architects to involve him in any trails work being contemplated at the
Oliver Ranch site. He wants to be sure existing footprints are followed and that public access to
existing trails, like Willow Springs, is not impeded.
Angie Lara stated that the Division of State Parks is interested in partnering on trails between
Oliver Ranch and Spring Mountain Ranch. Helen Mortenson offered to facilitate a meeting
between Spring Mountain Ranch personnel and Line and Space Architects. Michael Reiland
will follow up with State Parks on having a representative attend future Core Group meetings.
The meeting adjourned at 10:30 a.m.
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Oliver Ranch Design Oversight Committee
Meeting Minutes
July 19, 2004
Attendees:
David Frommer, Les Wallach, Henry Tom, Billie Young, Michael Reiland, Bruce Beierle, Bill
Cates, Pat Fleming
Minutes:
1. The meeting was called to order at approximately 4:00 PM.
2. Review was given to past DOC tasks, with the following results for further action:
ITEM 1:
•

Spreadsheet of like projects, basic characteristics, contact information. – Les
Wallach, Pat Fleming

•

Spreadsheet of sustainable technologies in similar projects, basic information to
include type of technology, cost, scope, operations costs, educational overlap. –
Les Wallach, Pat Fleming

The two items above will be combined in a binder to be distributed to Line and Space and
Michael Reiland. Included in this binder will be the following items. Line and Space and
Michael Reiland will work together to generate this binder.
1. An environmental report generated by Line and Space of some other facilities, that lists
their environmental features, strategies and facility summary.
2. A summary of 10 +/- books on environmental education generated by Line and Space.
3. A spreadsheet generated by Michael Reiland on 30 +/- National Park Service (NPS)
facilities that are on public lands and might be similar to the ORSS & WHB situation,
with a listing of their mission statements.
ITEM 2:
•

Broad project process chart for the Core Committee to clarify major process
elements, overlap, and concurrent activities. – Les Wallach, Pat Fleming, Tim
O’Brien,

It was agreed that once BLM and Line and Space have completed negotiations for
schematic design, the CPM schedule that comes out of this will be consolidated with
Michael Reiland’s CPM schedule for all general ORSS &WHB project activities in a
simple format for background for the Core Committee. This CPM schedule will include
items such as design, construction, NEPA, operator procurement, fundraising,
curriculum development, etc…
ITEM 3: TABLED
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•

Develop a detailed organization chart in concert with BLM that would detail
design and construction delivery methods and basic
timelines/activities/milestones of all project processes in cooperation with the
design contractor.

ITEM 4: COMPLETE
•

Develop proposal for BLM for Building Committee to make project decisions
relative to design and construction. – David Frommer, Billie Young

ITEM 5: AVAILABLE ON-CALL
•

Assist BLM in presentation updates for programming and design in cooperation
with the design contractor for community advocacy at key milestones for
stakeholders. Helen Mortensen, David Frommer, Billie Young, Les Wallach
(Graphic Support), Kirsten (BLM Coordination) –

DOC members agreed that they would be available to participate as needed in this activities, and
most of the background information going forward would probably be design documents
developed by Line and Space.
3. Line and Space presented their report which included a timeline of critical dates for design
progress and design review in 2004, and dates beyond for further progress. It was noted that the
schematic/master planning development of ORSS & WHB will overlap the programming of the
Red Rock Visitors Center. This will allow opportunity for synergy to develop between the
facilities. It was also noted that many elements of both facilities are related, and sticking to the
timeline will be critical to avoid potentially significant ‘ripple’ effects in the schedule. Line and
Space also stated they have received BLM’s comments on the program document and are
generating the final program document. Discussion occurred on BLM approvals of design work,
and BLM anticipates providing letters of approval with comments. Line and Space also
presented summaries of visits to the Las Vegas Springs Preserve and Campbell Creek Science
Center, with a note that BLM needs to invite some participants from the Springs Preserve to
participate in ORSS & WHB.
4. Discussion occurred regarding coordination with other committees/issues to ensure the design
proceeds with necessary information. The most critical items for design progress is the
development of a business plan. This will become critical for schematic design to inform the
nature, type and quantity of certain facilities and elements. It would be necessary to have a
business plan in place and potentially an operator on board prior to Jan 2005, with a preference
in early October 2004. BLM stated they are working on Operator RFP and plan to finish to
allow for October 2004 procurement assuming no unexpected delays.
5. Billie requested input from DOC as to questions to ask when visiting the WHB facilities on
7/22 and 7/23. Comments were as follows:
Water – quality, quantity per animal, management, types of uses
Healthcare management of animals, how, when, what types
Short term density – holding, rounding up, adoption
Longer term density – ideal space allowances per animal for best care
Safety issues
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Handling animal waste – how
Interface with public – adoptions and public education
Surface materials and layout – walking area, work area, pasture
Staffing levels, time slots and staff facilities
A schematic layout of each place visited for review
Vehicular access and adoption/visitor vehicle management/parking loads
6. Michael Reiland stated BLM has invited 6 (5 NPS, 1 BLM) EE school operators and owners
to talk about issues with their facilities and provide suggestions for ORSS & WHB. This will
occur August 19, 2004 at BLM. All invited facilities are on Federal Land, and 5 are managed by
contract type operators. ORSS & WHB DOC Committee members are invited to attend.
7. The new PRELIMINARY name of ORSS &WHB is the Red Rock National Desert Learning
Center. Michael Reiland is verifying if National can be a part of the name per BLM guidelines.
8. The Building Committee Document was distributed. Minor review and modification
occurred, subject to BLM final approval. BLM needs to send out formal invitations to all
members to participate. Almost all members are aware of their role on the Building Committee.
9. Recap of future Core, DOC and Building Committee meetings:
Next Meetings – DOC
August 16, 2004 – 4:00 PM – 6:00 PM, UNLV CSB Room 102
September 20, 2004 – 4:00 PM – 6:00 PM, UNLV CSB 102
October 18, 2004 – 4:00 PM – 6:00 PM, UNLV CSB 102

Next Meetings – Building Committee - PROPOSED
July 20, 2004 – AFTER CORE, BLM
August 17, 2004 – AFTER CORE, UNLV
September 21, 2004 – AFTER CORE, UNLV
October 19, 2004 – AFTER CORE, BLM
10. Meeting was adjourned at 5:40 PM.
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Educational Programs Subcommittee
Meeting Minutes
July 21, 2004
Attendees:
Paul Buck
Mary Weisenmiller
Mary Sowder
Dave DuBois
Laura Flynn
John Farley
Nancy Elder-Kjenstad

DRI
CCSD
CCSD
DRI
CCSD
UNLV
CCSD

Kathy August
Loretta Asay
Kim Blanc
Jin Xi
Michael Young
Dale Etheridge

BLM
CCSD
DRI
DRI
DRI
CCSN

Minutes:
Michael Young gave everyone a handout of the science questions he had come up with after
looking at his research and the FOSS kits. He found many links with the FOSS kits with soil and
air to do experiments with. His three big questions were:
1) Where does water go?
2) What is the role of water in soil development?
3) How are the processes of soil, plants, and fauna linked through time?
The group then discussed how his questions could fit in with the FOSS kits and Oliver Ranch.
The group agreed to refine the big questions to a fifth grader. How would we make the
questions relevant for fifth graders and interesting?
Dave, Jin, and Vic met prior to this meeting and discussed three topics for big ideas:
1) Visibility – long term visibility, aspects of visibility
2) Ozone – health topics, air quality linkage concerning how it affects people, it’s also the
current hot topic for this area
3) Weather Station – wind dynamics, acid rain
Paul also gave an overview of the timeline for Oliver Ranch Science School and the direction
this group is heading. We are now primarily focused on developing the science curriculum for
5th grade residents in enough detail to provide Line and Space with physical locations and brief
descriptions of facilities. This will be done before December 2004, followed in 2005 by greater
details about the actual programming.
The next meeting: 1) scientists from the life sciences (i.e., ecology/biology) will present their
“big ideas” 2) we will then narrow the big questions down and formulate small groups to work
on specific strands to put in a matrix that Mary Weisenmiller created.
The next meeting is Monday, August 9th at 9am at DRI.
Also Kathy August is leading a tour of Oliver Ranch on Monday, August 2nd meeting at Red
Rock Canyon Visitor Center at 1pm.

11

Fund-raising and Partnerships Subcommittee Report

The Fundraising and Partnerships Committee has not met since the last Core meeting.
No meetings are scheduled.

Blaine Benedict, Chair

_______________________________________________________________________

NEPA Subcommittee Report

We don’t anticipate the NEPA committee meeting again while the NEPA is in progress
with the contractor. A meeting would be scheduled only if something interesting or
unanticipated arises through the analyses.

Charles Carroll, Chair
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Wild Horse and Burro Committee
Meeting Minutes
July 21-23, 2004
In attendance:
Line & Space: Bob Clements, Kevin Stewart
UNLV: Nancy Flagg, Bill Cates
BLM: Michael Reiland, Mark Morse, BT Frost (Utah)
RRCIA & NWHA: Billie Young
NWHA: Laurie Howard
During July 21st through July 23rd, members from the Oliver Core Committee in Las Vegas were
provided tours of several key wild horse and burro facilities. Because the Oliver WH&B Facility
is in the developmental stages, viewing facilities in operation is crucial to our planning.
The Committee visited both Ridgecrest and Susanville in California, and Palomino Valley
Center (PVC) in Nevada, as well as, Washington County Regional Park in Hurricane, Utah. The
staff at each facility was very accommodating and extremely helpful.
All sites were dissected to view every conceivable corner including but not limited to: chute &
corral systems, public greeting areas & trails, mascots, maintenance, water, shade, lighting &
security.
The extensive information we gathered on the operation of these facilities has provided further
insights into the Wild Horse & Burro Program, interpretive and educational needs along with
public integration at different facilities.
A presentation of gathered info will be made at the next Core meeting Tues., Aug. 17.

Billie Young, Chair
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Building Committee
Meeting Minutes
August 17, 2004
Subject:
Location:
Date:
Time:

Site selection - RRDLC
Room 400 UNLV Paradise Campus
Aug 17, 2004
10:45 – 11:45 am

Attendees
Angie Lara, Pat Fleming, Michael Reiland, Billie Young, Bill Cates, David Frommer, Loretta
Asay, Les Wallach and Henry Tom
Meeting Notes
• Les presented a diagram overlaid upon an aerial photo of Oliver Ranch which outlined
approximate locations for various sites contemplated for the RRDLC and WHB
facilities.
•

Approximately 14 teaching locations reflecting input from Paul Buck (see prior minutes of
Meeting at Oliver Ranch, Tuesday, July 27, dated 8/12/04) and located throughout the property
were also shown.

•

Three sites were selected by the architects for the RRDLC; the Ranch Site, the Disturbed
Site and the View Site. Positive and negative attributes were summarized verbally and
are recorded in the attached document (Site Selection, dated 8/13/04) as well as within a
Site Selection Matrix.

•

Individual diagrams, at an approximate scale of 1”=100’, outlining each of the three sites
mentioned above were presented.

•

Even though there is some issue with using previously undeveloped land, the committee
seemed to gravitate toward the View Site since this location offered the opportunity for
more of a Mojave Desert experience than building the core of the school within the
disturbed areas. It was felt that the “long term aspects” of experience should strongly
outweigh “short term gain” of using the previously damaged land, especially in view of
its proximity to Highway 159. Also mentioned:
o The View Site sits within the 100 year flood plain and further study is necessary
to determine feasibility.
o The View Site offers some interesting vegetation restoration/building re use
possibilities in the ranch house area.
o The Ranch Site offers opportunities for earth integrated buildings
o The total building area, on the order of 3 or 4 acres, is only around 1% of the
total site.

•

The WHB site discussion was deferred until Bob Clements (designer for WHB) reviews
it with Billie. The meeting tentatively planned August 19 for this purpose was postponed
because of cancellation of an associated trip.

•

The Building committee will re-convene on site at Oliver Ranch at 1:00pm
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PLEASE NOTE: There will be an Alternative Energy Workshop focusing upon RRDLC and
WHB at Line and Space, in Tucson, October 11-13. Loretta and Paul are confirming
availability.
_____________________________________________________________________________
Subject:
Location:
Date:
Time:

Site selection - RRDLC
On site at Oliver Ranch
Aug 17, 2004
1:00 – 2:15 pm

Attendees
Pat Fleming, Michael Reiland, Billie Young, Patrick Putnam, Bill Cates, Loretta Assay, Les
Wallach and Henry Tom
Meeting Notes
• Diagrams were reviewed on site in conjunction with walking each of the examined
locations. A straw poll was taken.
•

The View Site was preferred with the following commentary:
o Consider placing dining/admin areas further NE (towards existing buildings)
than shown on the diagrams. This should allow for unrestricted flow in the area
of the arroyo in case of flooding.
o Biggest challenge will be keeping the site from being damaged during
construction.
o Board walk trails may be appropriate due to sandy nature of terrain
o Nearby public trail is an issue but screening by existing vegetation helps
mitigate this.
 Teaching venue (topographic/geology) located near oak tree in this area
may have to be relocated due to this proximity.
 Also, concerns about travel to Wheeler Camp for same reason.
o Staff housing could be constructed near existing ranch buildings (in the vicinity
of the old garage).

•

Generally, the Ranch Site was the second choice.
o In this scenario, the buildings, except for one small remnant will be totally
removed to allow freedom in placement of circulation, utilities, structures etc.
o It was noted that this solution will delay the removal of the invasive Siberian
Elm due to requirements for visual mitigation from Highway 159.
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